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Col Gerald F, Lillard:

-S-Headquarters, Lanao Military Sector,

1. The 2nd Attached Combat Co,

y
Fighting Bolo Bn Unit, United States Army Forces in the Philippines, con-
No members have

-
‘Q |
= sisting of 106 members » has not been favorably considsrsd.
‘,':E = previously been recognized.
g5
5‘% 2, This unit does not fulfill the requirements of the five basic points
p
!8:"; for recognition. See attached Team Leader's Report.
Q &
EE" 3. No useful purpose will be accomplished by further investigation of
] this unit.

4. There are no members worthy of recognition and it is doubtful that
any casualities occurred as a result of the activities with the unit.

Rubd L Wocls
Capt Robert L. llorton W
Concur: lMajor C. H ‘Ientzell

Actg Chief, Unit Bran
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HEADQUARTERS
FHILIPPINES~RYUKYUS COMMAND
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL

GSCPY 091 PI /707 APO 707
¥r, Hacauyeg Dimupingun % @ APR 194TH

Dear Wr. Dimupingwms

The Commanding General has directed that you be informed that the
Second Attached Combat Company, GeS-Headquarters, Lanao Military Sector,
Fighting Bolo Battalion Unit, United States Army Forces in the Philippines,
purporting to be a guerrilla orgenization under your nominal control, is
not faverably considered for recognition as an element of the Fhilippine

;
fdog yomqamon gs=n

/
A set of gemeral requirements for guerrilla recognition, esteblished

by General MacArthurdduring the liberation of the Fhilippines, has been g
used as a gulde in considering the record of this unit. After ecareful <H
investigation and full consideration of all substantiating records and J__J
tdstimony of witnesses Having pertinent knowledge, recognition of this =3
guerrilla unit is not deemed to be warranted because of reasonz mentioned
belows :
2. Record of service was not substantiated by sufficient ag=
ceptable evidence.
bs The unit was not maintained satisfactorily in the field in =
opposition to the enemy. ‘i
. Aotivities of the unit did not contribute meterially to the E
eventual defeat of the enemy, )
d. A definite orgemization was not established. -
(]
e, Adequate records were not meintained (names, ranks, dates of ;
enlistment or joining, dates of promotions, and necessary related informa- G
. 8

f. Unit did not show satisfactory continuity of activity aid
erganization, :

£+ Members of the unit did not devote their entire effort to
military activities in the field %o the exclusion of normal civilian oee
cupation and family obligations.
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Your attention ie invited %o Presidential Execubtive Order No. 68,
Commenwealth of the Philippines, copy of which is attached, for any nsces«
sary action in eommection therewlith,

Sincerely,
1 Inel
Exdoutive Order No, 68 THOMAS J. BROWN
dtd 26 Sept 45 CWO, USA
AssT ADy GEN

Col Gerald F, Lillards

1. 2nd Attached Combat Co, G-SeHeadquarters, Lanao ¥ilitary Sedtor,
Fighting Bolo Bn Unit, United States Army Forees in the Philippines, con-
gisting of 106 meubers, has not been favorably considersd, No membershhave
previously been recognized,

Rs This unit does not fulfill the requirements of the five basie points
for recognition, See attached Team Leader’s Report.

3. Fo useful purpose will be accomplished by further investigation of
this wndit,. g

4+ There are no members worthy of recognition and it is doubtful that
any casualties occurred as a result of the activities with the unit,.
Capt Robert L, Horton

Conewr: HNajor C, H, Wentzell
Actg Chief, Unit Eranch
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PHILIPPINESRYUKYUS CCUMAND
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL

GSCPU 091 PI /753 7 AM‘J‘M
Mr, 7
o i e
Mindanso, Philippines

Dear Mr, Dimupinguni

The Commsnding General has directed that you be informed that the
Sevond Attached Combat Company, G-3-Headquarters, Lanss Military Sector,
Fighting Bolo Battalion Unit, United States Army Forces in the Philippines,
purporting to be a guerrilla organization under your nominal control, is
not favorably oonsidered for recognition as an element of the Philippine
Army. 1

24 Anril 47/tbh

Cony Filed "/NFC File

iTe

1-True Copy Filed W/Unit File

£Ldogn stomqeuwoy N4NED

5 G=S Hg 1-

A set of general requirements for guerrilla recognition, established
by General Hacirthurdduring the liberation of the Philippines, has heen
used as a gulde in conaidering the record of this unit.  After csreful
investigation and full eonsideration of all substentiating records and
téstimony of witnesses having pertinent kmowledge, recognition of this
guerrilla unit is not deemed to be warrantsd because of rcesons mentioned
belows

Ly ady T

ched Combat Co
* Unit, USAFIP

8« Record of service was not substantisted by sufficient ac-
ceptable evidence.

be The wnit was not maintained setisfactorily in the field in
opposition to the enemy.

weL/{1

a. Activities of the unit did not contribute materially to the
eventual defeant of the enemy.

d. A definite erganisation was not established,

/TLR

@, Adequate records were not maintained (mn, ranks, dates of
enlistment or joining, dates of promotions, and mecessery related informa=
tion :

Lea /201 File (Macauyag Dimupingun)
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+iled W/Cor File (2nd Atta

oanao MilitarynSector, “ighting Bolo B

£. Unit did not show satlsfactory continuity of activity sfd
organigsation,

g+ Members of the unit did not devote their entire effort to
militery setivities in the field to the execlusion of normal civilian og»
cupsition and family obligations.
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Youwr attention is invited to Presidential Executive Order We. 68,
Gommonwealth of the Philippimes, copy of which is attached, for any neces-
sary action in comnection therewith,

Sincerely,

1 Ined a . BROWN
Exdoutive Order No, 68 i
nan e AssT Ant GEM

Col Gerald F. Lillard:

1. e 2nd Attached Combat Co, GeSeHeadquarters, Lanso Military Seater,
Fighting Bolo Bn Unit, United States Army Forces in the Fhilippines, eon-
aigting of 106 members, has not been favorably considered, No memberashhave
previously been regognized,

2» This wnit does not fulfill the reguirements of the five basic points
for recognition, GSee atiached Tean Leader's Rapert,

3s ¥o uwseful purpose will be accomplished by further inwvestigation of
this wit,

A» There are no members worthy of recognition and it is doubtful that
any casualties oscurred as a result of the activitiss with the unis,
Capt Robert L. Horton

Conourt lNojor C, H, Wentzell
Aetg Chief, Unit Branch
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Report on the Lenso Militery Sector, Fighting Dolo Bettelion

Unit, United Stetes Army Forces in the Philiggines

1, The following report conceins the oversll copmznd of the
Leneo lilitery Sector, Fighting Jolo 3ettzlion Unit, United Ststes
aroy Forces in the Philippines, consisting of epproximstely 128
different units. £ perticl list of the lerger units src listed
in perzgreph 3 below, The Lengo liilitery Sector, Fighting Dole
Battzlion Unit, (IUS, FISU, USAFIP), is clso known es the U ghte
ing Slade Vcepons Division® =nd the "Fighting Blood Weepon Divi-
sion". & physicsl invostigetion of the unitiin the ficld wes not
mede nor considercd necosscry or desireble, but the commending
officor end other persens heving pertinent Imowledze of the unit's
cetivitics wore contected cither personslly or by correspondences,
The stctenents of those contsctod, cnd & complcte study of the
records of the unit, erc reflocted in the findings,

2o & fow of the subordineste units of the TFighting Blede
Yicgpons Division hzve been previously end scperctely not fevor-
ebly considered for rccogniticn by this hecedguerters, It wes
considered et thet time thet thosc units verc only independent
"Bolo Units", then this cvercll commend vwes studicd, thesc units
vierc included for rcconsiderction, This report will support the
previous discussion of thoese subordincte units of the Fighting
Bleade Wecpons Division, snd =t the scme time teale into. considerc=
tion the overcll commcnd end other subordincte units of thed
conncnd, now pending under request for recognition,

3. The following is ¢ perticl list of subordinzte units
comprising the Lenco Hilitery Sector, Fizhting Dolo Jehtelion
Unit, United Stctes irmy Forces in the Philippines:

First Coestal Regimont

Third Cozstzl Regiment

Forth Cocstzl Regiment

First Doloec Regiment

Second Desck Reginent

Third Dasck Reginent

First Uncyen Regiment

First Sopsrate Rogiment

Western Lenco Troop Movement
Uplend Infontry Reginent

Wostorn Lenao Scperzte Specicl In
Bolo Bettelicns

Sepercte Dettalions cnd Compenics
Specicl Dettelions ecnd Compenics
4Atteched Dettelions and Companics:
Provisioncl Dettclions
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&s Prior to the errivel of the Jepznese invading Forfes
on Mindeneo, Brigadier Generzl Guy O, Fort, commending the 8lst
Division, USAFFE, Lenzo Military Scetor, orgenized the "Bolo
Battzlion," for the purpose of siding the 8lst Division, The
missions of the Bolo Battslion were zs followss:

(1) Guzrding the beeches in order to give
timely warning in cesc of cnemy landings,

(2) Acting es Lebor Bettslions when so desired.
(3) rfuarding bridges end roads.

(4) Cuerding ammunitions, supplics and other
military instelletions.

(5) Suppressing fifth column sctivitios.

be The "Lanao Military Sector" wes divided into four

units., Esch unit was composecd of severzl groups or compzanics,
&s many &s there were municipslities or nunicipsl distriets in
the unit. Each group or company wes commended by & Senior
Leader, usuelly the Meyor of the municipelity or municipsl dis-
trict, snd two other lezders selected from the group Or Ccompeny.
Each Bolo Bzttzlion Unit wes commznded by & Unit Commznder; the
four Bolo Bettzlion Units which comprised the "Lsnao Militery
Soctor" were commended by Sector Commender, supposcdly &n
officer of the USLFFE.

cs On 21 Mey 1942, six deys prior to the surrcnder of
the 8lst Division, Gonerzl Fort ordered Detu Busrsn Kalew to
teke commznd of the entire Blade Weepons Forces (Fighting Bolo
Battelion Units), which were then cxtended along the coest from
Iligen to Cabusno Barrzcks cnd on the Leke-Shorc of Leke Lanszo.
On 27 Mey 1942, the 8lst Division, USAFFE, surrendered, cnd thrce
deys later Datu Busren Kalaw rcorgenized the Bolo Battzlions, .
"To this orgenizetion, everybody wes permitted to join-members
of the former Bole Battelions, ox-USAFFE, Civil Government
employces" - Numbrous compsnics, bettzlions sznd regiments were
crgenized, until c1l the regions of Lenao, not occupied by the
Jepenese wero covereds The orgenization was partly completed on
31 fugust 1942, and consisted of spproxinztcly ten (10) regiments,
several seperate, spociel provisional, combet, and zbtsched
batialions end compenics, with e totel strength of approximctely
35,000 officcrs end men.

de, The activities of the unit consistecd primerily in
continuing civil and militsry government and thc care and
protection of civiliens. & fow cleimed skirmishes with the
Jepenese cre discussed in morc deteil in the findings of this
report,
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G, On or cbout December 1942, Lt Col Hedges, commending
officér of the 108th Division, 10th MD, bogen to orgenized the
lioros into the lMeranco WMilitis Forces, (MF). Detu Busran Kalew
and spproximetely 8,000 members of the Bolo Battelion Units werc
inducted into this unit; end werc subsequently recognized zs the
Heranzo Militis Force (MIF) of the 108th Division, 10th Militery
Distriet,

f, For furthcr infermetion relcting to the elleged
history of the Laneo Militery Sector, Fighting Bolo Bettslion
Unit, United Stotes Army Forces in the Philippines, seec attzched
unit files,

5. FINDINGSs

ey The following persons were interviewed or questicned
by letter end their stcotements ere rofledted in the findings:

Gen Calixto Duque « o « « + o D C/S, HP4, formelly C/S

8lst Div, US.iFFE

€0, LNS, FBDU, USLFIP

CO, 10th Militezry Dist

e o o o &I Americen educstor in

Lznso

G-2 of Dolo Batteclion

licmber of unit, lster

Jjoined IiF, recognized

with 10th ID

licmber of unit, but dous

not know position

Maona KONEYEE wilaie siie = o " " "

Detu Derengins Diempucn o o o CO, Dicmse Islen Unit

lejor Fu Mo Katas « o o o o o CO, Philippine Militia
TForces, snd lcter recog-
nized with IMF

Pederico Selenet 4+ o 0 o o o 1 Il Ml )

Major Gebcl o « o % o s o « « Ex O to G4, HP4, formelly

4 C/5-G-2, 8lst Div, USAFFE

Recognized lore with lOth

1iD

Henber of Philippine Mili-

tia Forees of Mindzneo &

Sulu

Detu Busren K2lew o o o o o
Col Wy We Portde o a o
Edwerd Me Kuder o o «

.

Datu Merigode: o o o o o o &
Lt Meniabe 2guehm ¢ o o o »

Datu Mengode Meulenz . . .

antonlo Pece B o v v e

£lfredo Quilban o 4 + s & »

be Hecords of service were not substzntizted by sufficicnt
sccoptable evidenees The Laneo lilitery Sector, 53U, US:FIP, end
its subordinate units, &s presented for recognition, wszs not in zny
sense & well-orgcnized guerrille unit., Prior to the surrender of
the 8lst Division, USAFFE, the Bolo Dottzlions were used by Generel
Fort as "Bolo Units", "Farmer BDattclions", =znd "Lebor Bettalions".
sZecording to the "Guerrilla Resisteznee Hovemcnts in the Philippines",
& collection of meonogrephs previcusly published by the Philippine
Sub-Section, G-2, Generel Heszdquerters, Southwost Pacifie ires, the
lioros werc under their owm lezders, but hed been pzid by the US-FiE
prior to the surrender. Dut even if they hed not boen peid, their
ectivities would not constitute a elein

3
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for guerrilla activitios, bubt rsthor would be & clain for pEY &S
lebor bzttelions in eiding the 8lst Division, Letter Order from
Gonerel Fort to Detu Kelaw, ordering him to teke commend of the
Blede leszpon Forces does not neecsscrily prove thet the unit con-
tinued es & well-orgenized unit, The Guerrille Resistesnce love-
ment in the Philippines (extrect es Inel 1) end letter from Col,
We W, Fortig, (Incl 2) stete thet when the Jepanese inveding
forces lended et Daveo tho Moro Force dissolved ropidly, end
thet the zctivities against the cnemy &s cleimed by ths Lengzo
Iilitery Sector, after the surrender of the §lst Division were
not the sctivities of the Blsde Wespon Units, but & genersl end
spontencous uprising of the people. The recerds of the unit,
such zs Genercl Ordors, S-1 Repcrts, esnd S-2 Repcrts, consist
primerily of promotion pspers of the members of the unit., Pro-
moticns were mede periodicslly, Esch month nost officers were
promoted to one higher renk.

c¢e The unit wes not mzinteined sstisfzctorily in the
field in opposition to the enemy, for pricr to 27 Mey 1942 the
8lst Divisicn, US-FFE, dominsted the sres znd subscquent to Sept
1942 the Meranso Kilitic Forces of the 10th lilitery District,
e recognized guerrille orgenizetion of spproximetely 8,000 foruer
members from the cleiment Bolo Bmttelions, demingted the ercc.
Resistence sctivitics sgeinst the Jepenese during the 3-months
pericd between these detes consisted of en uprising of the
peoplec of Lenzo, &néd not in guerrille esctivity by the LNS, ¥ISU,
US<FIP, The stztements of guerrille leaders, =s discusscd in
percgraphs 5i, 5j, 5k, indiczte that the Dolo Battclions weas not
neintained efter the surrender of the 8lst Division.

d. &ctivities of the unit did not contribute natericlly
to the eventuel defest of the encmy. The "Guerrille licsistence
Hovenments of the Philippines", brings to the sttcnticn that the
loros were neither & veluszble slly nor & dengerous cnchy. The
principel eleinm for recogniticn by the LIS, FoBU, UsiFIp, is
based upon two locezl bettles with the Jepencse in September end
October 1942. The Diemae Islem Unit, = bitter foe of Kelsw,
under Datu Dizmpuen, zlso cleims credit for thesc ongegenents, cs
indicated ebcve snd by inels. 2 cnd 3, written by individusls
heving personsl knowledge. Thesc battles can not be zccopted zs
the activities of this or eny other orgsnized gucrrillc unit,
.The Leneo Militery Sector, FBBU, US<FIP, is thercfore clziming
sctivitics which were oxecuted by the initiztive of a2 resentful
end anzered tribe, rcther then by their units,

es & dofinite orgecnizstion wss not csteblished, Prior
bo 27 liy 1942, Detu Busren Kalew wes en intelligence cgent of
the 8lst Division, US:FFE, end during the lstter months of the
sene yoer he beccme ¢ member of the licranso Iiilitisz Force, Officers
end enlisted men of the Lenzo HMilitery Sector, FZUU, LIS, lived
with their femilies .end supported them by means of normel civilian
pursuits throughout the occupstion. Practiczlly ell of the battea-
lion commenders end renking officers on the rcster of
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this unit were meyors of the veriocus towns or held other politics
pesitions during the Jepenese occupetion. The members of the unit
who were intervicwed, with the exception of the leaders, could not
give their positions within the verious units end most of them
steted that there wes very little orgenizstion within the unit.

f. :dequate rocords worc not meinteined. licnthly rosters,
appeintnont cnd promotion pezpers, detcd beek es fer ss 1942, were
subnitted cs recerds; but sn exemineticn of these pepers showed
thet most of the monthly rostors were mzde =t onc tine, using
cerbon pepers end lecving the detes blenk, sc that the date could
be plcoeed in leter, Furthermore the peper used did not show the
weer and tesr of peper thet hzd been used since 1942,

g Unit did not show sstisfectorily continuity of seti-
vity end orgenizction, Coloncl W, We Fertig, commznding the 10th
liD, stotes thet this unit did ncthing to stop the Jspenese (Sce
Incl 2) edvance cnd were morc hermful then helpful to the USIiWE,
"The Guerrilla Resistence liovement in the Philippines", supports
this statement of unsabisfactory continuity of setivity end orgeni-
zetion by declering thet the kore forces dissolired rapidly after
the Japencse landed in Davec, Tho unit could not show sny con-
clusive supportin: evidence which would sustsin their clesims of
activity subsequent tc the surronder of the 8lst Division.

h, liembsrs of the unit did not devote their cntirc effort
to militery sctivitics in the field to the exclusion of normsl
civilicn occupetion end femily obligctions. The members of the
unit helding politicezl positions, such &s meyors, continued to ro-
nmein in office during the Jepenesc occupction. The members of the
unit who werc commen fermers cnd lsborers continuced theoir normel
pursuits,

i. Jttached hercto, as inclosure 2, is the first indorse-
ment, dated 15 Jenucry 1947, from Colonel iendell Ferti; in enswer
to letter from this hczdqusrters requesting infornetion regsrding
the Fighting Dlede Vecpons Unit, Colenel Fertig, formerly with
Genercl Fort, lcter beceme commending cfficcr of the 10th Militcry
Districts In his indersenent Colonel Ferti; omphzsizmed that tho
Dlade Wecpons Unit (rlso known es the Lenzo Militery Sector, FEDU,
USi#IP) did nothing to stop the Jep advence and contributed no-
thing tc the resistance prior to the surrender. He further strtos
thet the peried from the swrrender to the or;cnizstion of the
Marenzo Militis Forces on Docember 1942 wes one of non-resisteznce,
except for the resistence of & group of Horos under Mencleco Hon-
delineo, whose nsme is not included as one of the lecders of the
Lango Militery Sector, FDBBU, US~FIP, wheress hc is recognized &s tho
rogimentel commender of the 127th Regiment, IMMF, 10th MD. Colonel
Fertig further ststes thet the encounter betwoon the Jepenese and
the Moros wss occesioned by = genorel uprising of the poople and
not by the Blade VWespons Units. Ccl. Fertig rccommends thet tho
Blade liccpon Units snd associzted units in the province of Lanzo
be not recognized,
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Je .-;tghed herewith s incleosure 3, is = memo to Lt
Col Sheftoe, former Chicf of Guerrille &ffeirs Branch, from
Edwerd M. Kuder regerding the Bolo Dattzlions under Busrszn Kelsw.
(It must bo noted thet the "Diame Islen! unit mentioned in his
report is not & part of thc Leneo Militery Sector, FBIU, Us.FIP)
Mr. Kuder wes en Zmericcn educstor who had spent yorrs educsting
the lloros before the wer end who lster becsme Direetor of Civil
affeirs for Lenco under Coleonel W. We Fertige This memo indi-
cated thet the Leneo Militery Sector, FBRU, USiFIP, is & race-
keteering or;snizcticon, vhich hsd indueted practically ell of its
members into the unit during the yesrs 1945 snd 1946, cnd thot
the lecders have besn collecting foes from the members inducted.
Mro. Kuder hss full knowledge of the setivitios of Lcnszo, during
the occupstion, =nd he recommends thet this unit be refused recog=
nition completely,

k. 4 lottor "To Whom It May Conccrn", from Genersl
Calixto Dugue formerly Chief of Stzff, 8lst Divisien, (US¥FE),
and st present Doputy Chief of Steff, srmy of the Philippines, wis
prosentod s supporting evidence of Kelew's sctivitics. On inter-
vieowirz Generzl Dugue, he steted thet he had been with the 8lst
Division until the surrcnder and wes then prisoner of wer in
Mindanao until Jznuery 1943. He ccknowledges the cppointment of
Datu Busrsh Kzlew cs speciszl zgent of the -2 Section 8lst Division,
but he did not know of cny of Kslow's cctivities sfter the sur-
render, He further stoted thot the doros of Lenao werc very
destructive sfter the surrender of the 8lst Division., He csseried
thet the Moros hed smbushed some of the USATLYE members of the 8lst
Division while thcy were esccping te the hills, He slso clained
thet there wes no orgenizstion of the lioro pcople cnd that thoy
were & grest hindrence to the people of Leanco, cspecizlly the
Christians, for the lioros hed sttocked verious Christisn barrios,
had reped znd killed the inhcbitents cnd hed looted houses.
Generel Duque hed hesrd of the defect of the Jepenese at Teparen,
but he did not know how it wzs zccomplished.

1, in offidevit from Major Domincder Gereisz, formelly 20
of 8, G-3, Blst Infentry Division, USiFFE, wes forwerded s ovidenee
of the existence of the Bolo Battclions. Wwhen interviewed, Mzjor
Gereis stoted thet ho knew nothing of the setivities of Kolaw, or
the Dolo Battclion, zfter the surrcnder of the 8lst Division,

n. &tteched herowith s inelosure 4, is o confidenticl
report fronm Operctive Number onc, Intellizence Section, NPC, Ps,
Lenso Province, Operctive Number, Lt Mcnioba sguek, & native of
Lanso znd former member of the Delo Bettslions, lstor boeane o
member of the Maranso liilitiz Force, It is noted, thet within the
report, Lt izusm brings out the feet thet sftor the surronder of
the 81lst Division, mecny of the members of the Dolo ZJettslion be-
crme Gollzborctors, infemous looters, robbers, bendits, cte., while
others continued their normel pursuits, He furthor stctes theot
the rostor and orders submittcd to this hecdguerters were ante-
dated, snd thet the csdre of the Bolo Bettelion cro nombers of the
alreczdy recognized Meranso liilitiz Forces.
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n. Datu Darangina Diampuanm, a non-recognized guerrilla
leader, who had operated in Lanao, claims that Datu Kalaw had
never had an organized unit after the surrender of the 8lst Divi-
sion. He further stated that Kelew is using the Bolo Battalion
as a momey-meking proposition, in thst, he is charging the mem—-
bers for their memborship. Datu Darangina Diampuan also claims that
he loros of the former Bolo Battalion undor Kalaw were more dos—
tructive during the Japanesc occupation than they were constructive,

0. It should be emphasized thet the Moros of Lanao were
organizod into the Marane> Militia Force, with a strength of
approximatiely #,000 membern. The Maratao Militia Force was re—
cognized witl *he 10%h Military District as part of the 108th
Division. The dates of recognition of the Maraneo Militia Force
were revised back to 16 Soptember 1942. This recognition and revi-
sion constituics adaquate and just recognition of military services

I

the Moros of Zenao tn the war effort.

D. No usef:l purpose will be served by any further invess
tigation of this uniw.

q. Thore ars no individuel menbers worthy of recognition
with the exception of thosc already resognized with the Maranso
Militia Force. Although ecme casualtios are claimed in the rosters,
it is a2ssumed that these cusnalties occurred in the goneral up-—
rising of the people, and not 25 members of an organized unit.
These cesuzlties or their heirs mey continue to submit individual
request for casuslty recognition.

6. POLITICAL ASPECTS: Most of the leading figures in the sub-
mitied rosters arc political aspirents, indicating that the unit
may be used to support thesc politicians in thoir attempts to gain
office.

7. RECOMMENDATION: t i1s recommended that the Lanao Military
Sector, Fighting Bolo Battalion Unit, United States Army Forces in
the Philippines, otherwise kmown as the Fighting Blade Waapons
Divisions be not favorsbly considered for recognition,

Rubst 1. Wi

ROBERT L. MORTON
Ceptain, Ord

Seec incls filed w/ Team Leader's
Beport in GAD.
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The Moros and the Maranso [lilitis Force: The lioro pro-
blems on Mindanao have long becn @ source of discontent and
unrest. The Moros are & distinct Mohammedan group and are
found throughout the Sulus, along the southern coast of Zam-
boanga, the southern half of Lanao Province and scross Cota-
bzto to the Davao Gulf. The Msranao (Lsnao) Moros are per-
haps the bravest, proudest and the most intelligent of the

Philippine Moro groups: Maresnao (Lanao), Maguindanao (Cota- '

bato) and the Tan-Sugs and Samals (Zamboanga and Sulu). In-
telligenes, cournge and pride, however, do not make the Lanzo
Moro eithcr » valuable elly or a desngerous cnemy. His intel-
ligence is more nearly siy cunning, golng hand in hand with
treachery. The liorc hes little respect for the Christian
Filipino and may always be antzzonistic towsrds him.

HMoro villages erc smell, usuvally built up eround a farm-
ing communiiy, and the drhabitents are ususlly relzted to
ezch other, Whilc each’ community is loyal to its own leader,
the lcaders of these infer-releted communitics form as 2sso-
ciation and hevc & group leader, or Datu, to whom all commu-
nity leaders ere loyal. For the past forty years Moros have
bcen under the contrel of the Philipsine Constabulary, but
most of the lioros remcmber thet they were once the absolute
rulers of their arcas and were¢ free to rob and murder groups
less powerful then themselves. With any relexing of police
authority many of thcm soon rceturn to their zncient customs
of robbery and murder, with loyalty only to their immediate
lcaders.

To prevent bloodshed between Moros and Christians, no
Moros were allowed to live on the north coast of Lanao and
none lived in Bukidnon. During the chaos following the sur-
render, Moros came down the north slopes of the Lanao hills
and began molesting the Christians, MOLGAN's retaliatory
mcasures werc so violent, however, that the feelings of the
Moros were aroused morc thean cver, and it has been only with
considcrable cere that the support and neutrelity of the lio-
ros was maintained. In the Dinas vicinity of southern Zam-
boanga no Christian dzres sect foot now as & result.

In January 1942, when it became evident that it would
be difficult if not impossible to stem the tide of the Japa-
nese invasion of the Philippines, Gen. FORT tried to bolster
the Mindanao Force by organizing and placing thousends of
Moros in holding defcnsive positions along key highways in
the southern part of Mindazneo. He orgeanized the Mcro Belo
Battalion, active young Moros esrmed with knives. The Moros
were under their own leaders but were paid by USLFFE, They
had little time for training end when the Japanese landed
in Davao, the Moro force dissolved rapidly, Many prominent
Moros were attached to this group and later beeame active
in guerrilla affairs in Lanzo and Cotabato.

Lt. Col. HEDGES began to organize the Moros in December
1942 - January 1943. He collccted most of the former members
of the Bolo Battalion and formed the Maranao Militia Force.
The early leaders of the Moros in guerrillea activitics were:
MINDALANO, former member of the Bolo Battalion, a hot tem-
pered young Moro; Busran KALAW of Momunganj Datu LaGUINDAB
of Ganassij; Joseph SENGUILLA of Mumay and Medalum; and Datu
BUNTALIS of Masiu.

(Inecl 1)
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By late 1942 the dioros hed collected a fairly large
number of weapons. &fter the currender they ransacked the
battlefields and waylaid civilians and former USAFFE czoldiers
for weapons. The threat to the guerrilla organization was
real. The efforts of Busran KLLAW, MINDAL ANO, the Sultan of
Ganessi and many others to bring the Moros into line 1s a mo-
numental tribute to their respect for the dmerican people,
They were supported in their efforts by very small allotments
of arms and supplies from the guerrilla headquarters. The
one time location of the District Headquarters in Leanao -nd
the prescnce of guerrilla leaders {such as Lt. Col. BEDULG
and Mr, KUDTR) who knew the Moros well, were fortunate in
this connectinm.

For political reasorns the Mararso Militic Forer is =main=
tained as a scperaic per* of the 1N6th Diyision, and is iro-
bebly the bes. armec singie group 5% guerrillas on Mindrzao.
The presert orgenization and strength of this forecs is s fol-
lows:

124th Hegt, Mi’, Hq hupagon, Lzanao GEE EM

CO: Cart, macaurog ARUMPAC 36 1,538
126th Regt, MMF

CO: Liaj. Busran ALAW 138 1,124
127th hegt, M, now sieging iMalabang

CO: Capt. Manalao MINDALANO 2 788
128th Kegt, MMF, now sieging Malabang

CO: Ifaj. Ancnngo BEGUINDAALY 100 951
129th hegt, MMI', Hq Taraka, Lansgo 7 1,202
1st Prov. hegt. 63 928
2nd Prov. Regit. 53 533
2nd, 4th, 6th 8th Separestc Battalicrs L 1.470
5 Seperate Companics B 5} 0

Totel 5079 , 041

Lt. Naguib GUANDY, Chinese-ioro mestizo and pre-war ma-
yor of lelazbang, has been responsible fer orzenizing lMoro
resistance south of Malabang on the Lann: coast. i
tected the Christians and has kept cn good teimwe wit
panese to obtain supplies. KILAW £z a native oz I
Lanao, was mayor of Momungan £t oul.hreak of the wa: 3
ex-provincial treasurer of Lanso. e dis an adsoeiagte
MORGAN, and actively resisted the «:panece sii:e 104%
DALANO is an ecx-school inspector, clever and ccurages
hot tempered. He was the first to fight the Japanc:e
the USALTF surrcnder. ARUMPAC was mayor of Lumbatri::
a little politico, & good manager &nd belongs to the s
order. BAGUINDAALI is nopuler as one of the first heru guer-
rilla lezders.

Copy reproduced - 15 Apr 47
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SUBJECT: "Blade Weapons Division"

T0 : . The Commanding General, AFWESPAC, APO 707. From Co. Wendell
W. Fertig, Det Pat Fitzsimons Gen Hospital, Denver 8, Colorado,

1, Corditiors have not changed since I wrote my letter of 28
Mar 46, this same general subject, and I will reiterate the recommenda-
tion contzined in thab letter {Incl 3), Therefore in my oninion this
“ed to recognition for say activities following the
he 10th Military Distriet on 16 Sept 42, All meu who
assisted 1y unil after that date have been included in regular unit ros-
ters and duly recognized. Thus the Blade VWeapon uni®s are entitled to
no consideration except for services rendercd between the date of their
organization (about Jan 42) and the date of 16 Sept 42,

orgenizatioc

2. That period comprises two general but diverse phases. The
first covers the passive and active phase of the Mindanao campaign prior
to the surrender of General Fert and his forces on 29 iay 42, During
the invasion period - April 30 - 4 May 42 - while I wes actuslly with
General Fort, he placed great confidence in the help to be gained from
the Blade Weepon units which he had organized. This help wes not forth
coming, THEY DID NOTHING TO STOP THE JAF ADVANCZ. Vhen the debacle
followed after 4 Mey 42, the Moros engaged in wide seale locting, In
July 42, Lt Col Charles Smith, CE (then a civilian employee of the USED)
stated that General Fort was forced to surrender since his reserve food
stores and ammunition had been looted by the Larao Morss. From evidence,
which I believe was conclusive, the Blade Vieapon units contributed
nothing to the resistance cause during this first phase,

3. The second phase of inertia that extended from 29 May 42
until 16 Sept 42, was one of quietness except for the cuntinued resise
tance of Manalao Mandalinao (Now Represertntive from ILaneo ia the |
ippine Legislature) and his group in conjunchicn wibh thab of Datw hgaam,
The Japs failed to win this group. In il y & comrany of
were wiped out on the east ghore of Laks T o Ul

4. CONCLUSICN AND RECOMWVE]
problem was made durirg the occupati
dence that the Blade Worpon wnits coid
resistance movement, I* is thorefor
ted units in the provinee of Iaznao ne

Wendell W Fertig
Gelonel C

Copy Reproduced - 16 April 1947
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Jﬁcw‘é%s?(dﬂ

PROTACIO CABIAQ

1st Lt Inf,, AUS

Chief, Records Section

(Incl 2)
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Manila
9 June 1946

MEMO for Lt Gol Shaftoe, Chief, Guerrilla Affairs Division,
AFWESPAC, on Lanao Guerrillas,

THE DIAMA ISLAM

This is an organization which deserves considerable credit
for providing the big impetus that turned most of the Lanao lMoros
against the Jups, /

T was in Larao, with the Moros and the guerrilla movement
from the momont the Japs invaded Lanao, April 29-30, 1942 up to
Sept 29, 19/3., T wos never in Japs hands, but had to leave Lonro
Tor Austyalia by submarine on Sept 29, 1943, due to illness,

Hence, although I did not see the fights the Diama Islam rus
up, in fact waes about 50 kilometers away, still I had eyeewiti:
reports of it within two days afterward, and observed how the wi o
province rang with the exrloit of Sept 12, 1942, and how the Y:tc-
were stirred up and inepired by it,

It is true there had been encounters and ambusheg pri-n +
this, but this was the first big pitched battle, The spoed with
which the Japs were overwhelmed and wiped out, all but ous moa,
made an enormous impression on everyone including the Ja
intelligence at that time indicdted that they asked for +: :
sions for Mindanao, cne for Lanao alome and the otker for rest
of the island, I do not think the Jap force was so lergc i
Diama leaders claimed, for I checked the number of dead seror
times with people who counted the corpses at the timo, The fipire
I get most often from them was 129 Japs, and some Filipinns, uscd
as cargadors by the Japs, who were saught in the circle c” fire,
The Moros did not bother to count them,

After this disaster the Japs bomhed the whole east sids
the Lake, where the fight occured (Tarraran) for nearly a
using from 3 to 11 planes daily, other =ried again in mid-.i ar
1942, This time they came with around 500-609 troops, in rucis,
using the road around the north end o “he leke,

They were again attacked by the Diama werriors and this time
did not try to stard their grourd, but fled to a wooded hill, Josing
some of their trucks in the procsss, At the hill, they were ahle
to rally and hold off through attackers until the latter's ammai- '
tion ran low, and until reinforcements came to ensble them:to retreat,
The Moros lost about 20 men in this fight and claimed heavy losses
for the Japs, but as the Japs carried them dead and wounded away, we
had to wait for our intelligence in Dansalan (Jap main garrison) to

Page 1 of Incl 3
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repert, This report put the Jap total casualties at under a hunﬁred.

But the Japs never came back, and never again patrolled in the
interior of Lanao, although they maintained their garrison at Dansa=
len by virtue of the highway to Iligan, and at Gamassi by means of
the Lake, from Dansalan,

Thus, within five months after Corregidor, the interior country
of Lanao was freed of the Japs and remeined free, This was a remarke
able achievement and is due largely to tha Diama Islam,

Since the Japs never returned they had no more fighting to do,
but did guard the lake to prevent supplies from reaching the Japs,

4s the Diame Islam was selfwsupporting in the way of food, guns
and ammrition, many cf its members Tound economic pressure too strong
hence joined “the Marewao Militia Foree under Col, Fertig, some months
later, Zor the sake cf better pay and supply.

Fride, perhaps misplaced, kept the others from joining and held
them to something of a home guard organization,

Yet, it must not be forgotten that they battled and best the
Japs before Fertig even started, and it must also be realized that
had it not been for the beatings and fight they gave the Japs,
Fertigts initially puny organization would in all likelihood have
been crushed.

The Diama Islam rendered a real service,

Their leader claims 4,599 men on his roll. Personally, T think
this is greatly exaggerated. I don't believe they could possibly
have more than 2000 men, This jibes well with the population figures
for that area, but, knowing as I do how factional the Morus are
among themselves, I would exeminc even that figure with caution.

I beliele the Diama Islam is entitled to some recognition after
careful investigation,

The Bolo Battalion, under Busram Kalaw

I understand this outfit claims 40,000 members, If such is
their claim it is the wildest fabrication, The "seat! of this orga=
nization was in the area along the Dansalan Iligan road, If it had
40,000 members why eould it never cloge that road, nor take the Jap
outpost of 20 men guarding the Fantas bridge, when botween 1000 and
2000 Diama Islam could beat the Japs so badly in the Diama's home
territory?

Pape 2 of Incl 3
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Busran Kelaw, the Bolo Battalion leader, may claim credit for
the Diama Islam's exploit at Tamparan. It may be true that he vas
thore, but his back was to the Japs, and it was in trying to over-
take him that the Japs ran into the Diama,

Busran never got closer then 5 ms to the Japs, and I never
saw him with as meny as 200 men, although I saw him a dozen of times
during the guerrilla times,

There was a real Bolo Battalion organized by General Fort be-
fore the Japs came, April 29-30, 1942, but it never exceoded 5,000
men and virtually all of thase joined the MMF under Fertig,

After Fort's surrender, to give him credit, Busran Kalaw
tried tc s'ir vp resistance against the Japeg, but he had a follow-
ing only “u his own arca, Baluy, the thinnest populated area of
Lanao, He could nol possibly have had one thousand men,

It was nct until late 1945 and now in 1946 that so rany mem-
bers were "enlisted” in their outfit, It has much racketeering in
it, with contributicns coilected ftom the members to ray for pre-
paring rosters, giving birthday or baptismel presents to its lcaders
and their children, sale of "commisions" ctej &s it stands now it
is 99% fake., One of its officers a "major" or "Lt, Col." Buleg
Mangobara, was actually a dog of the Japanese and guided their pat-
rols,

I would turn this outfit down, cold and conpletely.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Edward M. Kuder
Actge Div. supt, of Schools for Lanao
ex=Dircctor of Civil Affairs for Lanao under
Col W. W. Fertig

Copy Reproduced - 24 April 1947
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ROTACIO CABIAO

1st Lt Inf,, AUS

Chief, Records Scction
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Intelligence Section

APO 155
12 ipr 46

~CONRIDENTELT

Sukjoct: Bolo Battalion, History of (Lanso Province)

TO : FPM, Laneo Prov, NFG, PiL -~ 470 159

Fairly rclicble if not very accurate story cf the history of the
Moro Folo Datfelion orgenization in Lanzo, is here, submitted by this
section not for jealousy nor selfishness, neither for eggrandizement,
but es intelligence scction of the Agency of the govermeent, it will
in some how dissipate eny shadow of doutt on the part of the Fhilippine
Govt much the United Stetes. Thie story will not only help clecr the
doubts of LFAESPLC, but will in one wey guide .FWESPAC to rocompensc
justly the very patriots,

Some vhere in the leter part of Deocember 1941, letters from the
Provineizl Governor werc sent to'gll Municipel znd Municipel District
Fayors urging each Meyor to organize.in their own districts, Voluntoor
Guards. To give wore inspiration end incentives to accomplish result
to the maximum the order was propegendized thru out Lanao, that this
Volunteer Guards is enuncieted by the most Filipino beloved Lote Presi-
dent Manuel L. Quezon., The Volunteer Gusrd was very successful,

Then and efterwerd some where in the esrlier pert of February 1942,
if not Janvery 1942, Brig Gen Guy O Fort, CO of the 8lst Division
(USAFFE) stationed in Lenao Provinee suthorized the organizetion of the
Bolo Battalion, He himself (Gen Fort) teing e good and sincere friend
to the lierencws for meny yeers went arcund the Moro villages stressing
or the importence of Loyelty to the gov't onme owes an allegiance. He
hinself (Ger Fort) witnessed and even sworned before the Koren (Scered
Mohemmedan Rible) with many lesding Datus that they being members of the
Bolo Battelion will, in &1l means resist the enemy, the Japanese, and
cven sworned thet they (Detus) will never surrender to the Jupanese if
in case the Jepanese might succeed vanguishing the USLFFE, Again Meyor-
(District Meyors) were made immediate lesders of their respective districts.
Feny Meyors end Datus were given shot guns and even spring-field rifles
Cel 30 ML to give them more interest in leading their own people. In the
months of March end fpril, 1942, Keyors especislly of Watu, Tugayzs,
Becolod, Medalim, F-camba, Genessi, Pusles, Taterikan, and Pinidayen were
cech given seven deys to guard ot Berorao beech, at Malateng, Lenao to
weteh ard report immediztely any sign of Jcpenese ships seen on the
Liliana Bey. This was by rotstion. Even teachers headed by their District
supervisor werc one time yoluntcered to guerd at Barorzo.

So far, every Mnyor, was allowed fifty (50) companions, Thoy were
- being trersported there by Lrmy Trucks purposely designated for use of the
Dolo Battolion, Officers in the USLFFE ossigned by Gen Fort to inspect
end guide the Moro RFolo Bettalion werc Mejor Suarez now Colonel, he is
somewhers in Sulu, lst Lieut. Memarinta Lao, now Cept, Commsnding' the G4th
WP Co, Lenso Prov, MFC, PA, 3d Lt Mohemad £1i Dimeporc now lst Lieut, Com-
manding the 69th MP Co, Leneo Prov, MPC, Pi, 3d Lt Sentos IFperidl now
in the 5th Repl Bn end 3d Lt Nentoyen Beyolon; There off P
do not know even the number of the Bolo Bettelion tha ﬂﬁﬁeﬁ@?§

£

hending the orgenization, Major Gebal thet time wasﬁﬁgt o,
T ﬁﬁﬁsgo# o

certificate of en individual recommended by the Dist: 6@ 1
merber of the FPalo Bettslion. i 5”’;;4 & 8 :
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History of Bolo Bn, Cont'd

Now figuring and comparatively spesking there are 33 Municipal
Districts in the province of Ienso and not ell sctively organized the
memberships for the Bolo Battolion. Let us take for grented that the
33 nunicipel districts did ectively in the orgenization of the Bolo
Battalion and again lst us not count that every distriet Msyor hed their
fifty memberships, lot us even meke it 100 for each Meyor or let us put
it for 200 or 300 which is really not the truth, then of the 33 Nayors
there will be let us sey 300 for each, thus thers were 9,900 members,
Now granting that there were 9,900 Belo Bettelion, but during the
Japansse invasion between Falebeng and Genessi there were roughly 60 Moro
Bolo Battalisn members Presente  Meyor Suarez hed a personsl knowledge
of this aumter for he was with them thet nipht of Vay, lst 1942,

Again when the ISAFFE in Lenco surrendered to the Jepaness on the
later perv o May 1942 of thie rough cstimate of 9,900 Bolo Battalion
some of them continued to rosist the enemy called loyal ard patriota
afraid of the Korsan, scme went to the Japanese as Gollaborators, some
of ther bocame famous looters, robters, Lrmy murderers, bandits, kid-
naprers of Chrictisns and Subanon on the eastern part of Zamboangs, some
went a5 active treffickers of white slavery end while few stayed further
Japanese garrisons and devoted on farming, This #was the truth of where
the Bole Eattolion went end what oach did,

Those few who went to the mountoins continued resisted the enemy did
something very splendid in stirring the minds of the Lenso Foro Public
to mention some of them, there were Detiyd Eusran of Balo-i, Datu Msnalao
Mindelsnao of Uys-sn, end Lumbatan, Sulten ss Ganassi the lste Agusm
Dpatusn, the lote Datu Loguindeb 211 Genassi, Datu inangge Bagindali or
Famsin, Datu Beod of Pagzlogen, Datu Malemit Umpe of Kapategen end some
few Detus of Temparan Districts. These Datus mentioned above really did
something in arousing the people of Lanmo, This was more than 3 months
before the orgenization of the 10th ¥ under Col Fertig was orgenized and
more then & months before the organization of the 108th Division under
Col Hedges. It is further stated thet at Temparan Districts .fier the

guerrillas,

Above Dotus mentioned efter the 108th Division wne orgenized units,
celled ths Bolo Pattalion were inducted into the USFIP and therc was o
great joy for they were all happy teing told by Col Hedges that they
bocome & pert of the United States Lroy cnd whatever previliges given or
duc to American soldiers cnd officers, they sro also entitled, This goes
to sgy thet the Loyel Bole Battalion that remained in the mountains became
the nucleus of the Ianzo Guorrilleros. flmost 95% of the Bolo Battalion
became the Lonso Guerrillercs under the 108th Division who were long time
procossed by the Bth irmy. The only outfit thot did not submit for pro-
ceseing becsuse they were not reeognized was the Dismg Islam,

Lest Ney 1945, Mayor Navarro, Inspector General of the 10th MD had &
complete end correct list of tho Meranao Guerrilleros, He got more than
8,000 mon both officers and Ell. This was the whole MMF (Mranaw Militia
Force) elready recognizod by the €th Army pinee 17 April 45, This story
is speoking of the resl compsrison and & truth thet of the more then ,
8,000 Marannos recognized guerrilleros which then 95% or 90% of them were

108th Division. Now make it 9000 and ostimate the Disme Islem moke them
3,000 the highest estimeto that will only bring 12,000, Now for the
Christian Guerrillercs of Lapao make thom 4,000 or more and Lenso will
have about 17,000,

-2 -
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The Christian Guerrilleros genuincd at that organized bty Morgen eare
not counted here,

To give more support for this story Mr. Edward M, Kuder the only
4American with the Marsnaws in the mountains in 1942 can also be asked.

However, for the present submitted strength of Bolo Pattalion to
_the AFIESPAC there were those nsmes found in the defunct 108th Division
for they wero either officors or EM in that outfit,

OPERATIVE
#1
P. S.

Anti dated rostcce ard orders, framed up reports and stetements
and cntering names in the 1925 submitted Bolo En, Rosters are mostly
in the rosters of the ¥MF now in the files of the defunct 108th Division,
10th MD, Great Anomally,

Note Operative #1 is:

Lt Manioba Lguam
Dept of Interior
City Hall, Menila, P.I.

Copy Reproduced: 15 Harch 47
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